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The account of Richardson for instance is so inflated in this manner that one
searches about in vain for any significant contribution of his. In other sec-
tions -over-dramatization may make a quite erroneous impression upon the
uninformed reader, as in "Death as Anesthetist" and the horrifying account
of curare. However, interest is well sustained throughout the narrative, and
while the serious student of history may frequently be irritated, the less
critical will read it with avidity. Obviously it is 'for the latter that the book
is written, and in this respect it fulfills its purpose. --s. C. HARVEY.
GENERAL BIOLOGY. By W. C. Beaver. 3rd Edition, 1946.
C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis. pp. 820. $4.75.
This text of over eight hundred pages covers a wide field of biological
material and is well enough balanced to make it difficult to select parts for
special mention. The usual consideration of protoplasm, plant and animal
tissues, and survey of animal phyla is followed by one hundred and fifty
pages devoted to the comparative anatomy and physiology of invertebrate and
vertebrate animals on the basis of their organ systems. The sections on
economic importance of animals and plants are necessarily brief and chiefly
suggestive for further reading. The section on biochemical and biophysical
phenomena is an innovation in biology texts, but pertinent to the rest of the
material. The section on genetics is good and there is an unusually clear
and up-to-date description of human embryology. A rather extensive glos-
sary completes the book. The itext is written in clear and simple language,
with emphasis throughout on human biology. It is surprising that so much
material has been covered so comprehensively within one- volume.
-W. H. SAWYER.
CHARLES DARWIN AND THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE. By Lady
Nora Barlow. The Philosophical Library, Inc., New York City,
1946. pp. 279. $3.75.
The Beagle, FitzRoy, master, sails once more. What a measure of
comfort and reassurance -these letters and Notebook excerpts would have
given the small boy of rural New England of fifty years ago, when on at least
one day of the week the doctrine of creation was made amply clear (if
emphasis ever renders anything clear) and when The Origin of Species
proved pretty heavy going despite its fascination. The difficulty did not rest
in acceptance of the theory of evolution, but rather in comprehending how
one mind could encompass and align so many directive forces to form -a
composite picture. The difficulty of the small boy was due to he fact that an
assumption was made (gratuitous, of course) that Darwin just sat down andBOOK REVIEWS 233
told the story without years of observation and without more than a dash of
the trial-and-error technique,-of testing and verifying, of discarding and
then reassembling. Had this present volume been at hand it would have
been at once clear that such processes were at the very basis of the theory.
Darwin did have his doubts, his perplexities, his misinterpretations, and out
of these came The Origin.
The 36 letters written to his family on the five-year voyage of the Beagle
make Darwin very much a human being, and also very much a scientist.
The excerpts from his Notebooks reveal clearly that his close observation
and his questioning mind made of everything encountered material that was
grist for his mill. M\ost of the material published here has never before
appeared in print, and it adds tothe legend that was Darwin.
-GEO. H. SMITH.
ExPosE's ANNUELS DE BIOCHEMIE MEDICALE. Edited by
Michel Polonovski. Masson et Cie., Paris, 1946. 301 pp. 580 fr.
This volume, the sixth since 1938, corresponds to our own Annual
Reviews of Biochemistry, although the subjects reviewed are frequently more
limited in scope, thus permitting a more detailed discussion of the literature
for several years. The first review, by R. Courrier, is a brief survey (7 pages)
of certain properties of steroid hormones. The following article, by Gabriel
Florence, contains a comprehensive discussion (57 pages) of the application
of spectroscopy to biology. Over 200 references are cited by full title. The
article by Jacques Roskam discusses in. 19 pages factors which in-fluence bleed-
ing time. Jean Roche has contributed a discussion (24 pages) of the role
of various metals in regulating enzyme function. The role of sodium and
potassium in the body is reviewed at length by P. Boulanger (41 pages, 500
references). The editor, with R. G. Busnel, has contributed a timely review
on the biochemistry of the pterins (48 pages, 86 references). The review by
C. Sannie is concerned with the pigments and antibiotics of bacteria and
molds. Al-though the article is brief for such an extensive field (42 pages), a
valuable bibliography of some 750 references with full titles presents the
literature to December, 1944. The final review, by C. Fromageot, is con-
cerned with some aspects of sulfur metabolism in higher animals (18 pages,
100 references).
This book is well printed, with clear charts and two excellent color plates.
The editor has permitted the utmost variations in format, particularly in the
bibliographies. A feature which will appeal only to the most confirmed biblio-
phile, however, is the large number of uncut pages. -H. P. TREFFERS.